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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q:  Do I /we  need  to  f i l l  ou t  a  form to  s tar t  a  GSA? 
A:  Yes .  You  can  f i nd   t he  reg i s t ra t i on  fo rm on  the  Gender  and
Sexua l i t y  A l l i ance  tab  o f  t he  LGBTQ+ Suppor t s  webs i te .  

Q:  What  does  GSA mean?
A:  GSA i s  an  abbrev ia t i on  fo r  a  t ype  o f  a f f i n i t y  g roup  o r  c lub  ca l l ed
Genders  and  Sexua l i t i es  A l l i ance .  There  a re  o the r  names  fo r  g roups
tha t  se rve  the  same func t i on  l i ke  Sexua l i t y  and  Gender  A l l i ance
(SAGA)  and  Queer  S tuden t  A l l i ance  (QSA) .  O f  cou rse ,  you r  g roup
can  come up  w i th  a  name and  fun  ac ronym tha t  be t te r  encapsu la tes
your  pe rsona l i t y ,  needs ,  and /o r  m iss ion .

Q:  What  is  an  a f f in i ty  group?
A:  An  a f f i n i t y  g roup  i s  a  des igna ted  sa fe r  space  where  eve ryone  in
the  g roup  sha res  a  pa r t i cu la r  aspec t  o f  i den t i t y .  A f f i n i t y  g roups  can
be  g roups  based  on  race ,  e thn i c i t y ,  phys i ca l  o r  men ta l  ab i l i t y ,
l anguage ,  c lass ,  re l i g ion ,  e t c .  On ly  peop le  w i th  the  sha red  iden t i t y
a re  ab le  to  j o in  an  a f f i n i t y  g roup .  GSAs  a re  an  a f f i n i t y  g roup  fo r
s tuden ts  w i th  non -dominan t  sys temic  sexua l  o r i en ta t i ons  and  gender
iden t i t i es .  So  fo r  GSAs ,  on l y  s tuden ts  w i th  non -dominan t  sys temic
sexua l  o r i en ta t i ons  and  gender  i den t i t i es  o r  s tuden ts  who  a re
ques t ion ing  can  jo in .  Fo r  more  ques t i ons  abou t  a f f i n i t y  g roups ,  read
th i s  FAQ f rom Ch i l d ren ’s  Day  Schoo l  i n  San  F ranc isco .  We encourage
schoo ls  to  c rea te  a  s tuden t  g roup ,  i n  add i t i on  to  the i r  GSA,  where
a l l i es  and  LGBTQ2SIA+  s tuden ts  can  be  i n  commun i t y  toge the r .

Q:  What  i f  the  pr inc ipa l  and /or  v ice  pr inc ipa l  a ren ’ t  suppor t ive  o f
a  GSA a t  my  school?
A:  There  i s  an  Admin i s t ra t i ve  D i rec t i ve ,  4 .40 .050-AD S tuden t  C lubs ,
tha t  ou t l i nes  how s tuden t  c lubs  opera te .  Con tac t  t he  LGBTQ2SIA+
Program Manager  to  ge t  suppor t  w i th  s ta r t i ng  you r  GSA.
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This is the spot where your questions may get answered
about all things GSA Advising related. If your question
isn't answered here, please feel free to reach out to the
LGBTQ2SIA+ Program Supports Manager. 

https://www.cds-sf.org/sites/default/files/Affinity%20Groups_FAQs.pdf
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4814/4.40.050-AD.pdf


Q:  What  do  I  say  i f  a  school  employee  d iscourages  s tar t ing  a
GSA?
A:  I f  you  fee l  comfo r tab le ,  you  can  s ta r t  a  conversa t i on  w i th  them
abou t  the  many  reasons  why  such  a  space  i s  necessa ry .
Fo rm ing /p rov id ing  a  GSA space  i s  p ro tec ted  under  the  Federa l
Access  Ac t .  A l l  GSA c lubs  mus t  be  t rea ted  j us t  l i ke  eve ry  o the r
schoo l  c lub  on  campus .

Q:  Is  a  GSA a  c lub  tha t  parents ,  guard ians ,  or  fami ly  members
have  to  opt - in  or  opt -out  o f?
A:  No .  As  l ong  as  a  c lub  mee ts  du r ing  non- ins t ruc t i ona l  t ime  du r ing
the  schoo l  day ,  pa ren ts ,  gua rd ians ,  and  fam i l y  members  do  no t  have
to  op t - i n  o r  op t -ou t .  S tuden ts  ge t  t o  dec ide  how they  spend  the i r
recess  and  lunch  t ime .  I f  t he  g roup  mee ts  a t  a  t ime  when  s tuden ts
wou ld  have  to  m iss  c lass  to  a t tend  o r  i s  be fo re /a f te r  schoo l ,  t hen
s tuden ts  mus t  ge t  pe rm iss ion  to  a t tend .   

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Q: What can our GSA do as a club? 
A: It depends on what your GSA members want the focus
of your club to be. The three main types of GSAs are
social, support, and activism. A social GSA is going to
focus mainly on being a space for community and
connection among peers. A support GSA is mainly
focused on providing support to those that may be
struggling with their sexual or gender identity. And an
activism GSA is focused on educating students and staff,
raising awareness and improving the culture within the
school for LGBTQ2SIA+ students. 

Q: What do we do if our advisor needs to change or if one of the student leaders
steps down or graduates? 
A: Great question! There is a GSA Advisor Change Form that needs to be filled out by the
group. This ensures that the LGBTQ2SIA+ Program Manager is informed of any changes
whether they are at the end of the year or any other point during the year. 

Q: Our GSA has an exciting idea for an event, but we have questions about putting
the plans into action. What do we do?
A: Awesome! We love supporting new ideas or programs. Have someone from your
group reach out to the LGBTQ2SIA+ Program Manager to see how they can support you
in putting your plans into action!

Social

ActivismSupport

GSAs can be a combination of
social, support and activism.

https://www.partnerwithschools.org/high-school-equal-access-act.html


The  Gender  Jus t i ce  Leadersh ip
Prog rams  (GJLP)  a re  you th - led
p rog rams  fo r  t rans  and  gender
noncon fo rm ing  young  peop le  to
bu i l d  pub l i c  unders tand ing ,
empa thy ,  and  a  movement  fo r
l i be ra t i on  th rough  s to ry te l l i ng  and
med ia  o rgan iz ing .

TRUTH i s  a  you th - led  p rog ram fo r
t rans  and  gender -  noncon fo rm ing
young  peop le  to  bu i l d  pub l i c
unders tand ing ,  empa thy ,  and  a
movement  fo r  l i be ra t i on  th rough
s to ry te l l i ng  and  med ia  o rgan iz ing .

OPPORTUNITIES FOR NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP

GENDER JUSTICE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Be su re  to  i n fo rm the  s tuden t  l eaders  i n  the  GSA abou t  these  na t i ona l
oppor tun i t i es  fo r  LGBTQ2SIA+  leadersh ip !

GLSEN NATIONAL STUDENT COUNCIL
The  Na t iona l  S tuden t  Counc i l  i s  a  GLSEN-sponsored  you th  l eadersh ip
and  engagement  p rog ram.  I t  i s  open  to  a l l  you th  cu r ren t l y  en ro l l ed  i n
h igh  schoo l  i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Members  o f  t he  Na t iona l  S tuden t
Counc i l  ded ica te  the i r  t ime ,  pass ion ,  and  commi tmen t  to  the  sa fe r
schoo ls  m iss ion  wh i l e  a l so  e leva t i ng  the  vo i ces  o f  marg ina l i zed  g roups
w i th in  the  LGBTQ commun i t y ,  i nc lud ing  (bu t  no t  l im i ted  to )  you th  o f
co lo r ,  you th  w i th  d i f f e ren t  ab i l i t i es ,  immig ran t  and  undocumen ted  you th ,
you th  who  a re  H IV  pos i t i ve ,  you th  i n  ru ra l  commun i t i es ,  and  t ransgender ,
non  b ina ry ,  i n te rsex ,  and  gender  noncon fo rm ing  you th .

Illustration and descriptions from Gender Justice
Leadership Program.

Illustration and description from GLSEN.
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https://ourtranstruth.org/
https://ourtranstruth.org/
https://ourtranstruth.org/truth-program/
https://www.glsen.org/nsc

